










SCALES – COMPREHENSIVE 
 
Major Pentatonic 
 1 2 3 5 6 
"Country" Scale 
 1 2 b3 3 5 6 
Minor Pentatonic 
 1 b3 4 5 b7 
"Blues" Scale 
 1 b3 4 b5 5 b7 
Natural Minor Scale 
 1 2 b3 4 5 b6 b7 
Harmonic Minor Scale 
 1 2 b3 4 5 b6 7 
Melodic Minor Scale (gives a minor chord with a major 7th & is different in classical music when descending) 
 1 2 b3 4 5 6 7 
Diminished Scale in C 
 C D Eb F Gb Ab A B 
Lydian Dominant or Mixolydian #11 (4th mode of melodic minor scale) 
 1 2 3 #4 5 6 b7 
 
Modes 
1 Ionian (major), gives a maj7 chord 
2 Dorian (natural minor without the b6, use over m7 (if II), jazz & jazz rock), gives a m7 chord 
3 Phrygian (natural minor with b2, flamenco-ish), gives a m7 chord 
4 Lydian (major with #4, use over maj7), gives a maj7 chord 
5 Mixolydian (major with b7th, folk & rock, use over dom7), gives a dom7 chord 
6 Aeolian (natural minor, use over m or m7 (if VI)), gives a m7 chord 
7 Locrian (diminished), gives a m7b5 chord 
 
Order of Brightness 
Lydian  Ionian  Mixolydian Dorian  Aeolian Phrygian Locrian 
 Flatten 4th Flatten 7th Flatten 3rd Flatten 6th Flatten 2nd Flatten 5th 
 

Bass Fingering 
Lydian  2 4 1  3 4   1 3 4 
Ionian  2 4 1  2 4   1 3 4 
Mixolydian 2 4 1  2 4   1 2 4 
Dorian  1 3 4  1 4 (where 3rd would be) 1 2 4 
Aeolian 1 3 4  1 3 4  1 3 
Phrygian 1 2 4  1 3 4  1 3 
Locrian 1 2 4  1 2 4  1 3 
 
Triads 
Major chord  major 3rd + minor 3rd 
Minor chord  minor 3rd + major 3rd 
Diminished chord minor 3rd + minor 3rd (+minor 3rd is dim 7th (bb7), + major is ½ dim)) 
Augmented chord major 3rd + major 3rd 
 
Tritone Substitution 
You can replace a dominant 7th chord with the one 3 tones lower (or higher), i.e. Db7 in place of a G7 
 
Half Step, Whole Step, Diminished Scale 
You can play a diminished scale over the dominant 7th of the chord a semitone below it, i.e. Fdim over an 
E7.  (It becomes an E half step whole step diminished scale, which is mixolydian with a b9, #9 and #11). 
 
Cycle of 4ths (7362514 – "telephone number", each one creates a cadence with the following chord) 
(II  V  I, (i.e. Dm7  G7  C) and VI  II  V  I, (i.e. Am7  Dm7  G7  C) are very common) 
VII (Locrian) III (Phrygian) VI (Dorian) II (Aeolian) V (Mixolydian)   I (Major) IV (Lydian) 
    (Bm7b5)       (Em7)      (Am7)      (Dm7)         (G7)      (Cmaj7)    (Fmaj7) 
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